
 

Traffic Calming Policy 

Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a consistent method of evaluating speed complaints 
throughout the City of New Richmond. 
 
Minimum Criteria 
In order to be considered for traffic calming measures, the area in question must meet the 
following minimum criteria: 

 The street must be under the jurisdiction of the City. State and County Highways and 
Township roads do not fall under City jurisdiction. 

 The affected street must have 50% of the land use comprised as residential. 
 Two of the following criteria have been met: 

o The average speed of vehicles on the street exceeds the posted speed limit (or 
25 MPH if no speed limit is posted). 

o The 85th percentile speed exceeds more than 5 mph over the posted speed limit 
(or 25 MPH if no speed limit is posted). 

o Three or more crashes have occurred within any one-year period. 

Data will be collected over a one-month period of time. 
 
Only unobtrusive traffic calming measures will be considered for any roadway, which is 
classified as an arterial or collector. Unobtrusive traffic calming will not alter the geometry of 
the roadway (may include additional signage, pavement markings, feedback signs) 
 
Neighborhood Engagement 
If the minimum criteria is met for consideration of traffic calming, the Director of Public Works 
will initiate a community engagement phase. Public Works will reach out to the neighborhood 
to determine if a resident is willing to “champion” the effort. This “champion” will be provided 
a petition to be circulated in the affected area. If no “champion” is identified, City Staff will mail 
a letter to all residents in the affected area explaining the issue with a petition form. Each 
household within the affected area is allowed one signature to the petition. If 60% of the 
households provide that they are in support of the proposed traffic calming, then the process 
will move into the development phase. A deadline of four weeks will be allowed for a petition. 
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Project Development 
If 60% of the affected area do not confirm approval of the initiation of traffic calming, then Staff 
will work to enact an educational phase.  The educational phase may include providing 
educational materials to the area “champion”, installation of temporary speed radar signs, 
temporary increase in law enforcement in the area, additional roadway signage and more 
frequent speed data surveying. 
 
If 60% of the affected neighborhood confirm approval of the traffic calming measures, the 
Director of Public Works will work with City Staff to provide for recommended traffic calming 
solution(s). The traffic calming solution will be presented to the Public Works Committee for 
approval (a public hearing may be held depending on the size of area affected and type of 
traffic calming). The chosen traffic calming alternative will be communicated to the affected 
area in order to solicit feedback. 
  
Project Implementation 
Depending on the complexity of the traffic calming method, project funding will need to be 
determined. A very small project may be able to fit into the current year’s operating budget, 
while a more complex (i.e. reconstruction of a portion of the roadway) may require that the 
project is added to the following year’s Capital Improvement Plan and be approved by City 
Council. Once project funding has been determined, the Director of Public Works will 
coordinate the installation or construction of the chosen traffic calming alternative. 
 
Traffic Calming Removal 
Removal of traffic calming shall follow the same process as a request for traffic calming. City 
Council reserves the right to remove any traffic calming device at any time. 
 
 


